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. IS T A T E M E N T  
G F  CIRCUNSTAXCES ATTEXU'DTSG THE EXPERIMENT 

COLONIZIXG FRJZG NEGROES, 

HAYTI, %7. I. 

C mgrcss 1i:tving m:idc an :iljl)~opiiation of six hnndred 
thfill5:wd ciollnrs, for the p r p o s e  of 1)Yoniotingthe colonizntion 
o f  cc'i tn in  frec persons of coIor of At'rican descent, the P d -
O'ciif of tlia Uiiitcd States on tllc tliirtg-first day of December, 
tS62, eiitcrcd into n writteii contract with 13ernnrcl KO&, 
fornierly :I tiierclinijt of Ncw OrIcans, in presence of Senator, 
Uoolittlc, wlwcby t!!e wid liocl; ~ n sto receive from the 
U. S. (:ovc.rnment fifty dt~11ir3per licacl for deporting to nnd 
coloilizing in t!io Isl:i~i~lof A'Vsclic, TV. I., volnztary emigrants 
01' tlic :hove ~nci~ t ionc t lclasi, to tlie cstent of' five thonsnnd, 
saiJ rnoncy to lj3 1):iicl on s,ttisftlctory cviclerice being received 
tlizt said einigrant, were " s1iil)pe1 on board for A'Vache, and 
drily pro v i sioned." 

111 ptirsnancc of  t l i i i  object, xnJ tow.arcl3 the fiilfilinent of 
said c.oritract, 9Er. Kock presented liiinsclf in S c w  York, and 
being introdiiced by rcspectnblc and we11 known gentlemen, ap-



plied to several inflnential persons there, known to bo devoted 

frientls to t!te Administration, to assist liiin with pecuniary aid 

towards carrying into e&ct the policy of the government under 

said contract. Mr. Koclr brought with him a c0p.v of t!ie con-

tract made with the President, (the original being lodged in 

the Departmeat of State), and the original of a contract be- ”( 

tween the Haytian Government and hiinself. whereby tho 

Island of S’Vaclte was leased to the said ICnck for a period of 

twenty years, giving him thc right to cultivate the said Island, 

and guaranteeing to liis colony liberal aid and inilitnry pro. 

tec tion. 


It trhs proposed to fit out this espedition i n  a tnanner con

forninblo with the cxpressod wislies of tliis Govcrninent, nnd 

on the most Iiumanc principles ; to limit the first sliipnient to 

firc Iinndrcd persons, (one-tenth of the nnniber permitted by 

tlic contract), to furilisli thcm with all tlic ncceesary comforts ; 

to send out wit11 tlicin by subseqoent opportunities abundant 

supplies of food, clothing, medicines, inateiial for bnilding, 

niacliinery and implements for thc cultivation of the soil. I’ Ur. 

I<ocls represented tliat lie lind twenty euiplo~eesupon tlic 

Island engaged i n  its preparation for the reception of tlic cmi

grants ; that tctnporary bni ldinp liacl bccn erected tliero 

suitable for their protection and comfort, nntil perniancnt 

houses coilld be erected bjpthc colonists tlieniselvcs. With re

gard to the Island of A’Vaclie, as a stritcrble 2Jk lCe foi. szrch an 

exywirneiit, it was taken for granted by the gentlemen entcr

taiiiing this proposition, that the President of the Unitcd States 

wonlcl not have given his official sanction to t h o  enterprise 

witlinut a strong belicf in its ad:iptation to tlic purpose clesigncd 

by the party with u-lioni lie lind contracted ;bnt in  addition t o  

this pxu inp t i r c  evidence, the pnblic lizd been inndc acqnaintctl 

with tltis coloiiizntion cclieine, and its favorable rcception ~ J Y  

tlic President, i n  tlic official report of tile Comn~issioncrof 

Etnigration at  Tvasliington, vlierein tlic details of the plan were 

discussed and its adoption reconiniended. From this printed , 

report w e  malrc tlic follpwing extracts : 

I 
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The c1:iims of EIayti for recognition liare a t  last been honored. Com
rnerci;il relations, iiowevcr, 1i:tve not been fully established. Tlie govern
ment tliercof coniinissionetl Col. Ernest Rouii:ain, R special commissioner 
of einigtxtion, to visit lliis conntry, and rccognize its office of elmigration 
by nppiri t ing Nr .  G. Lanwnce tlleir agent. Uis oEcc is No. 55 Liberty 
street, New l'01.k. 

l'lieie is a proposition i n  the interest of ITayti now before thc President. 
A t  his. request, I ex:iininetl i t ,  and prepared the  drafts of contracts and 
ngreeinents, ~vliicliarc now beirig considrred. 

I t  is 11ropose~lto select one of the islands of IInxti, nnd constitute i t  an 
industrial cst;il)lii;linieiit, froin wliiA tlic main island can graddually drnw 
cnterpcisirig, ~liillctl,antl moral citizens, acclimated and ready to take use
f u l  positiuiis i n  tlie republic. 

Uertiilrd l h k ,  tlic gentleman who makes tliis proposition, is a practical 
business riian. 

In :i !ettci*to tlic President, lie tlins describes tlic i-land : 
"Tlrc mont beautiful, Iicnltlly, : ~ n df 4 l c  o f  a11 tlio islands, belonging 

lo the k,pt ibhc of 11;1yti,i.; llic isl:iiitl of A'\'iicliC, \c.liich i.i :iboUt t w l v e  
miles froni t 11:: city o I  Xns C:iycs. I t  covers an area of about ;I Iiundred 

~sqrwc inilcs, is litio~vn to be f ; frljni reptiles, and t o  Iiave a Ilei l l t l i~and 
agreeable ternpetxtnrc, ilie tlierinoineter rising rarely ahoro SOo i n  the 
diade,  in  coiisequencc of its csposurc to tlic trade-winds. The iiiteriur of 
(lie island is hilly, i n  some 1)Iiices tising as high as three Iiundred feet 
nbovc tlie level of tlie s~ ; i .  It is well timbered with Inalic-lg:ing, o:lk, 
liartl, x i d  dye noods, wlli l t?  i n  tlie neigliborliootl of tlic coast it is niostly 
prairie I i i n d ,  nticl re:itly fur tlic plougli. As would be expected in :I coun
try like this, the soit :ind c1iin:ite are nd:ipted for all troliical 11roductions, 

S I I ~ ; ~ ,piirticnl~~rlq. coffee, indigo, antl more especially cotton, wliicli is in 
digenous. Upon the iiort11 side of the island is tlie be:intifiil l a y  of 
Ferret, with an average depth of twenty-eiglit feet, upon wliosc bosom a 
Iitrge fleet could repose i n  safety, secure tioin the storms of tlio ocean i and 
liere it is 1~ropose"dto crcct n coininercial city, with all the  conveiiiencc 
necessary to sucli an enterprise. 

" 1Sefure tlic revolution, wfiith gnrc St. Domingo to the colorecl race, a 
portion of this isI;uid was cultivirted by the Duke of P r id in ,  to whom it 
be1ongr.d by right of concessim, but tlic French were driven from it, and 
for ~ie;iiIy:t Iiunclrcd years i t  lids been n solitary waste, awaiting thc Land 
of industry to aivvakeri its echoes. 

" Attractccl by its beauty, tlic value of its timber, its extreme fertility, 
and its adaptation fur ilrc cnltiv~rtioi~of cotton, I prevailed upon Presiiletit 
GefYrard to concede tlia islaiid to me fur tweiity years, the docnmeiit:iry 
evidence of wliicli has  been lotlged with the Srcrct.:iry of tlie Interior." 

33y the terms of tlic deed of concession, X r .  Kock Iins tlic csclusiro 
riglit to cut timber fur coininercial purposes by imyiiig a p i i t  of the :moun t  
cut. The governniorit gircs l i i i i i  tlia tree IISC of the soi l  ctlltiviitcd for tho 
subsistence of the coloiiy, nliilc i t  cliarges a sinall snn1 per acre fur all t l ~ t  
may Lo used for cultivating I'co!onial productipns " fur tlic market', S U C ~  

as cotton, coeee, S-c. The rent for the cultivation of these articles i s  not 
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set forth in the contract, but by letter of the 8th instant, in ansncr to rlly 
objection on this point, he informs me that the rent lias been agreed on. 
IIe s a p :  "The rent mhicli I shall liavc to pay for this selected land is, 
according to law, fire ( 5 )  Ilaytian dollais for one carrcau of three and 
one-third American acres, to be paid at (lie end of' ench year." This ex-
planation makes his contract pei.ft>ct. Wc linve been irifwmed tliat the 
JJytian government grants a preniiun~on t h ~  of cotton tlint will~)ro~luction 
go far to discharge this rent. 
4% rt; 'I; 4% :.% 1'- 4% k 

" II.-La\rs on tlie naturalization of emigrants of the African and Indian 
races. 

'' Fabre Geffrard, on the report of t h o  Sccretary of State of Justice, arid 
by the advice of tlie council of the Secretaries of State, eonsiderirrg tlmt 
promDt action is demanded i n  beliidf of those, who ~ < J S W S S  tlie required 
yualifieations to become IIaytians, i n  order to enaLle t h e m  nitl i  facility to 
enter into the immediate enjoytni.nt of the I.iF.bt attatlied to naturalization, 
proposes tlie following Iaw : 

"A w I c L E  1. Atticlc 1 4  of Ihe civil rode is modified as follo\vs : All 
those, who by rirtuc of the constitution, are :llJlC to acquire tllc rights of 
Ilaytian citizens, innst, during the first month of tlicir arrival iii this cotin
try, before the Justice of the l'eace of tlieir residence. mid i n  preselice of 
two well-known citizens, make a declaration to tlic c&ct tliat tlicy coine 
with tlie intention of settling in  the Itepnhlic.. Tlicxy will ,  a t  the wine time, 
before the J usticc of tlie Peace, talic oat11 that t ? i ~ yrcnouncc every other 
country Pare Ilayti .  

" ART.2. Provided with the verbal proceEs of tlie Justice of the Peace, 
setting forth the declaration tliat they come to settle i n  tlic Repriblic, and 
tlieir taking of tlie o a ~ h ,they will  present tliemsclres at tlie offices of the 
President of Ilavti, to receive nn act from the Cliirf of the State recoguiz
ing them citizen; of the Republic.

"ART.3. Tile present law annuls all laws or measures which are con
trary to it, and shall be executed with despatcli by tlic Secretary of Statc 
for Jitsticc. 

"Given at  the National Palace, at Port an Prince, the 27th d:iy of 
August, 1860, the Fifty-seventh Tear of Indqiendencc.

GEFFRARD." 
[Then follow the signatures of various officials, as in tlic previous law. 

Both of these lams were unanimously passctl through both branches of the 
Legislature.] 

To securc SLLCC~SSto the Colony and create n basis of pro"i' 
peritg for the time to come, it  was proposed to nlalre it CUIII

irlercially profitable in tlic ilialiner set forth i n  tlic Rcpo1.t of 
thc Coniinissioner of E:njgration and not n coritinr~onsdrain 
i~porithe nieaiis of the gentIemen who now stepped f o r ~ n r dto 
assist tlic Governmellt in its avoired policy. Cotton, i t  was 
Itnown, grew, with soiiic disadvantage, on the main 1:ind ; but 
these drawbacks, it ~vasstated, arose, not from the cliaracter of 
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the soil, but from the natnrnl indolence of the native pop&
tion. This evil, i t  was rcImwntec1, ~ v o u l Jbe nvoiclcd on tlie 
Island of A'Vaclie where tlie natnral  industry of the American 
negro would be cnlled into activity by libcral wages and tlic 
Iiope of independent aclvantiiges iiot obtainable to  n like extcnt 
eveti in this country. Nr. Iiocl; nlvo stated tliat Iic had g ro rn  
cotton liiniself on the island, wlici*c,too, " i t  grew indigenons." 
The soil was rcprcscutcd to be siiiiilar to that of 31n1)ania and 
admirably adnptcd to  tlic grov;tli cf tlic ~ t a p l e . " ~ ~  

Unclcr tlicse circnmstnnccs, ancl i n  tlic belief tlint by xilvanc
ing tlie I~ecnninrynit1 neci.sbniy to carry out the object pro-
posed, tIic wislk of' tlic I'rcsiclcrit n-onld be coinplied with xiid 

the policy of tlic Govcriinient siistainctl I\ itliout pccuiiiary loss 
to tlieiiisclvcs and 11 itli n fair p rospe t  of nltimatc commercial 
advantages, certain gciitlc-iiien of X c v ~T o i k  cnterecl into obli
gations to fi t  out a!id despntcli a vessel with tliesc euiigr,ults to 
the Ishint1 aiid to follow it np with otlier sliips nncl supplics in 
accordancc with niid in tlie spirit of the contract iiinde wit11 
Mr. Kock. To this end obligntiona were entered into to tlic 
extent of Sevcnty tIionsniid doIlars ; t h a t  sum being reqnired, 
by careful cstimnte, t o  deport  to nncl establish in the I=Ia~ld,  
the firzt conipnny of five Iiuiidrcd cniigrnnts. In part rcini
bursemciit of' tlic espciisces of nctnnl s: i i l in~ei~t,tlic amount of 
money payable undcr tIie contrnct, viz.: tirei!ty-fivc thonsa~id 
dollars, was plec7pd to tl iew p r . t ; e s  6y said Ihcld wider Chc 
provisioiis qt hi8 contrcict which n i a d c  It p y a 6 1 e  t ~ ? mthe  m i 
grants (( taei'e shiiipeiZ 072 6 o u d  f o i .  A' lTiiclLc~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Accordingly, the ship Ucecw Iio'anger: n scawortlly vessel snil
ing under EngIisIi coIor3 as nn nd(Iitiona1 protection to the cini-
grniit3,-(n necessity called frir by tlic Iiaznrilons nntrr1-c of the 
enterprise,) w a s  clinrterccl in S e w  Torl; and fitted out in a 
snitnblc iii:inrier for t h o  trnnsportution of the emigrants. Pro-
v isione, storcs, clotli i ng, n11d otl I cr 11eccssnries w crc p~rcliascd, 
and coiitrdcfs for lioiises :ind n-iacliiiicry IVCI*C ~nnde.  Nr. Ilock 
l i d  prcvicusly engaged :I sliitablc niuiibcr of wlii tc supcrin
tendelite, said to Le Iiiiiiiaiic, p c t i c n l ,  and c s p i e n c e d  men, 
and ndvances ivcre madc to tlie:n t o  s e c ~ r ctheir cervices. N r .  

~ _ _  _ _ _ _ - -~ 
* Tliis statement snbscquently proveil t ) L- f&c, blr. Kod. lievcr 1131ing �4 

foot on the Iylarid or even seen it, un!iI h z  l.mc!rd tbcre  with the colony 1 



IV:itki~is, n respectable and educated limn of color, favornblp 
litionm to inany proiiiincnt Itcpnblicans here, aiicl Iiaving pre
vionsly c o n d u c ~ leniigration inovemeii te, procecdcd to Fortress 
Nunroe aiid vicinity wliere lie soo'i collected a compnny of tho 
nuiiiber required, eager to eiiibirk in  tlie enterprise, and who 
iinn~ediatclj-iiiadc preparations to sail, i11aiiy of thern abandon
iiig tlicir cinplcy~iieiitsand ~vagesctne, so strongly bid t h y  
desitc n clinugc of coliclition. Tlie ship Oceniz. I h g e r  TYXS 

lying in tlic Iiaibor of Kcw Pork ladcii and ready for sen, 
being oii tlie eve of' her departrii-c for F'oitrcss Monroc, tlicre to 
rwicvc thc coloretl pasengcrs in f~ilfilincntof tlic contract, 
when i t  cnme to thc I;nowIcdgc of thc pnrtics interested, for 
the first tinie and to their 110 sinall asto:iiJiinciit arid dismay, 
tliat tlic Govcrniiacnt dccliiiccl to recognize tlic contract with 
1\11; I < O C l <  ! 

Nr. 1'. S.Foibce, oiic of tlic gentlemen who had adrnnced 
largely to\\ ni CIS the untIci~taI;ing, being iiiclncccl thereto wliolly 
bcr:in>c it  I\ 2s untlc~.stood to bc a govcrlillieiit iiiensure, nlid 

giaranteccl as such by tlic Presitlciit's own signature to the con-
tract wi th  Nr.  I<otli, n-as iiiforiiicJ, 011 application at tlie 
Departiiient, tiiat the policy of tlie Aditiiiiistration was o n 
c'inilgctl, niid tliat rci)reseiittntions made against the cliaracter of 
M:.. l i ( > C I i ,  aiid i n  p i - t  believcd by the GovernIncnt, Iind :ilonc 
induccd tlic w i t h d r n d  of the contract ; and that tlie contract 
wotiltl still be iiiadc with otliers, if satisfactory parties ofYerecl 
tlieiiiselves. S o  intiination was giveii, Iiowevcr, at  that time, 
that tlic provisions of tlic contract woulcl be chaiigcd. Tliesc 
gentlcmen, lct it bc clcaily nndcrstood, Iiad iiot in tlie first in
s tmcc .-oiiglit for or desired aiiy contract, but had sirn1)ly co1110 
for\v::id, i i i  goo'lfiiith, to assist in tlie carrying out of n contract 
already niadc wit11 :uiotl;cr party. In tlie cstrnorcli~~ai-yc m r 
geiicy now prcscr~tccl,tliey W C I C  fwcccl to accept olic of two 
contiiigcncies-eitlicr to abnudon tlic enterprise allogetlier, or 
to becoiiic pat tics to c r m ~new contract which tlic govcrniiicnt 
miglit see fit to ofler. To 1:av.e al)ando:ied the ciitcrprisc in its 
then nclvanced staTe, ~ v o u l Jh r c  bee.11 to sustnio n very 1at.g~ 
loss in  irioney ; to Iiave clisc1i:irged n vcs;el tlicli lyiiig in  the 
harbour of Kcw Toil;, loade 1 lor sea:-to Iiavc coinproniised, 
or paid in ful l ,  n barren charter party,-to have conipromised 
or paid iu full bills for house materials, stores, provisions, 
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clotliipg, innchinery, and agricultural implements, on board, or 
awaiting shiprnent bp other vessels,-to have paid on Nr. 
liock’s accoilnt a year’s salary to superintendants, inccliariics, 
and servants, for services not to be rendercd,-and to lrave dip
nppointed. and perhaps thrown nut of eniploymcnt, sxe rn l  
Iinr.dred pcoplc ~rlio:wit11 their families and Iionseliolcl eft’ects, 
were waiting on the hot w11:irf of 1I:impton. niid i n  tlic streets 
about Fortress M~inroc,waiting ilie arrival of tlie veqscI w!iicL 
tlicy liad becn asaiiicil ~ v o u l dbc there by an n1)~ioititcdday. 
On the other Iinnd, tlicrc irns sIiov;n t o  be no r e a ~ i i a b l egroiiiiil 
t o  apprclicnrl any f;iiIurc to tlic eriteqirisc. The I’rcsiclent, i n  
n personal intcri-iem n i th  one of tlic proliosctl pnrtlcs to the 
second contract, eniphaticaily stntecl tli:it tiic poiic’ of’tlic Gov
erninciit with rcgnid tn colunizntion 1~io111~1I)c carried out ; 
‘ 6  tlint Iic dcsire(l tIic cspcriinent to I I C  fiiet?,” and that Con
gress liad placed i n  liis 1i:incls six 1 i c i i d i  c(l tliunsanrl do!lars, to 
be espcndcd by h im i n  tliis objczt, :~nd  ‘* :iccortiing to l i i i  o x n  
j utlgii~oiit.” 

Tlio position that tlicse geritleiiicir stood i n ,  i n  r;l:itioii to the 
proposcd contract, was c?cnr!y stntvcl to tlie Govcriiiiiciit at tliat 
timc ;anel i t  ii-as relircsciited that the cntctyrisc I i n J  iiiucli better 
be :tbandoned, nriless procecclc:l witli a t  oi ic~’; innsriiucli as t!ie 
sliip was tlien lying iiiicler Iicnvy clcinnrrngc i n  tlic Iiarbor of 
New k-ork ;t l int  tlrc peoplc at  Forti-ess Xotiroc wcrc a\v:iiting 
iicr arrival :it cotisic1er:~Glc p c r s o n ~ lincoiivciiicricc, ntid tliat :L 

few cl:ip’ dcl:iy n:iglit jPoixirdiw tlic cntcrpriw, by c,iiising thc 
emigrants to nrrivc nt tLc isiniicl too late for t l ie  1)l:iIitiiig S C ~ S O I I ,  

alid tno late to coiiilily wit11 the terms of tlic IIajt icii  con t rx t .  
OILt h s e  gi~oztndsnloirr, n-Iiizli were largely tliosc of iininnnity, 
ant1 certsitily of nccescity, linste :v:is 11rg:.cdi n  tiic c?elirel*yof tlic 
new contract. As before stntetl, these gciitlenicli 1vci.e in  n 
position by no tileans desirccl by tlicn1sclvc3, nncl in  n liicli tlicy 
lind been forcccl by tlic unespcctcil refusal of tiic Govcrnmeiit 
to recognize the contract with 3Ir. Kocli. I I ad  tlic Govcrn
riietit then :teppcd forward to their relief, :iiiil reitiibnrsecl tlieni 
for tlic expenditores made bj- tliciii on tlie iliitli of tile I’resi
dent’s sigrinturo, the enterprise wonlcl liavc been most reatlil;; 
rclitiquialied. Their position tvas clearly set forth i n  n letter 
addressed by 3x1..Forbes to the Secretary of State, of which the 
foliowing is n cop3 : 
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1;r.mn t l x  nbore, i t  will !ic ~~erce ;ved ,?,y n liberdly iiiqmseed 4 
Goreniine~it ,i l int  tliese jicnt1etne:i :iccci)tctl ttic ncw contrnct 
from sl~ccrncccseitg, and not from choice, mid that they stood 
~)liiinlyin tlic positioii of co-ope:'ators wi th  [lie Gocernnient in 
its a t - o i d  policj, rather t h i i  as seelici's of individual cmolun-
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riient, at  the expense of tliat Government. I n  this spirit, the 
ncm contract was accepted by us, in belialf of those i t - 1 1 ~had 
beconic ~~ccntiiat~ilylinblc on accoiitit of the contract previously 
tnada w i t l t  Xr. Iioclr. Tltc Croveriimerit was nt tliat time i n -
formed I))- 113 tlint tlie fitipulated sun1 per liead to be paid 
to ti,c cotitr:ictors for tlic delmtafioii of the crnigrants was in
sufiicictit to cover tlic cxpct iw~of their transportation, food, niitl 
clotliiirg. Tiiis nioney froni the Govcrnment, i t  was confidently 
expectctl, wonltl be paid imiiicdatcly upo:i tlic shipazwat of tlic 
eniigrantg. Ylic President so understood it, and upon tltis i i n 
clcrstnricling tlic partics to the second contract accepted it. Bc
fore, Iiowcvc~*,the coiitrnct was sigiiecl, tlte I’rcsideiit expressed 
sonic fears 1 c s t  tlic cspcclition s!ioolcl “ be tampered with by 
cvil clisl!omi pcrsons d w k y  the ~~oy17gc.~ ’As wo Iind fit11 con. 
ficlcncc i n  tiic Cnptniti, niid tIic pi t tpscs  of the nicit in chargc 
of the cnii.grniits, w.vc voluii::irilj, and we tliiiik it will bc 
ncliiinn lctlgctl, lil~crnlly,1)t‘i)posdto wavc tlic receipt of tlti3 
inoiicy until the Amer ican  Consular c-rlllficale cotrld be 
w c c i w d  f r o m  Jhryti as p o o f  that t h  o n i y t a i t s  were Z w d e d  on 
the  h h i d  of ( 8  1;tchc. To this propositioii the Presiclciit ex
prcssccl liia ai)prov:tl, and on tlic understaii~ling,tliat on tlic 
productioii of tliis cei.tificate, tlie inoriey woiild bc paid, tlic 
contrnct vas  ncccl)tctl by 11s. Wlien, lio~veve~’,tlic document 
was co:iipletcd, i t  was found to contain tlic further I,roviso, that 
the written consent of tiic IIaytieii Govcrrimcnt to tlic gtinrnn
toes :iccliiired i n  Mr. Sen-nrcl’t;letter must be first provided :-to 
this we sliall tiioi’c prticolnrly refer. I t  will suttice to say Iicrc, 
that the prcsstire of tnilitary business a t  tlie time, so occupied 
tlic I’rcsitlciit’s nttentiou, that wc forbore to urgc tlic recnti
sideration of t:lis iinpracticnblc rcqiiiremeiit. The ship ivns 
at oncc dcspatclicci to Fortress 3Iunroc. Of tlto tii:ittticritt wltich 
tire vesscl was fitted out and laden to receive tliesc etiiigratrts, 
wc refer to  the oiiicinl rcpoit of the Uuited States Marslinl to 
tlic Secretary of the Interior. After tliorouglily iiispccting tlie 
1-esscl, tlicn ljiiig iii tlic stream, that oiticer permnnlly called 
n p o t ~iis :it 0111- otticc to cxpi*esuliis sctisc of tlic l ibcrd niannc:’ 
in wliicli wc lrad prcp:ired tho  vessel for tlic emigrants, atid, in  
tlie coiirsc of lii3 rcit~arlis,stated tlint thc ideas of tiic require
mcutv called for in such mattere, i n  tlre miud of a Gorcriinient 
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Official who had previously visited Kew P o r k  for emigration 
pnrposes, mere " crud0 in the extreine, arid fell far sliort of tho 
necessities ot tho case." 

Of the cliaracter and conditiou of tile emigrants shipped a t  
Fortress Monroe, it will snfticc to sag, tliat probably seldoiii has 
a happier company left 0111- sliores, not that tlicy were deceived 
by the representations of Mr. Watkins, i t i  wlioni tliey lind grcat 
confidence, for tlioy fully unclcrstootl, aiid ackiiowledged tliat 
they understood, that tlie conclitions of their nxl l  being wonId 

-depend upon their ability ant1 ~il1ingncs.jto  accoiiipliJi tlie 
results of industrial 1al)or. According to their  O I V I I  reprcser:
tations, confirmed by the htatetnent of nficidq at  Fortress Ilm
roe, it seemed incleecl a blessing to ~.enio~--etlieni from that 
lqiplitp. Tliat the? were not 'iinj,rovetl by tlieir prosimitp to 
to- camp, was not less evident i ~ r a ntliat tlicir general conclition 
as industrious laborers Iiad degeiierntcd. Gndcr the circnnistan
ces, emigration and colonizntioii cct thut time seenied the Iiap
piest thing for tlic freedmen, 1)onring i r i  :13 the? did from the 
enemie3 lines, inipo~erisl~ecl,and in ni:i~iycases nttci,ly nrinble 
to find employment. We, tlicrcfore, tal;e occasion t o  say liere, 
that notwitstanding the w u i t  of sticcesq wliicli lins attciided 
this experiment, the President coold liardly at that tiwe have 
proposed a policy more intentionally 1iiiin:uie niid civilizing. 

In sliippii~gtliese familieq grent cnro \\-as t n l m i  to avoid tlic 
introdnction of unliealtliy or infiriii persoi~s. It was pnrticn
lady desirable to keep out tliovc who l i d  visited, or been in 
contact with the negroeu at Craney I J n n d ,  where tllc small pox 
prevailed. It is probable that notwitllstariding tliese precau
tions, sonic infected person did get on board, as :\fter a pro
tracted voyage, that disease broke out sonic five c l a p  bcforc 
reaclting the island, and spead sotnewlint alarmingly before the 
einigrauts landed. I t  eventually dknppearccl wit11 pro:ill)t 
treatment on shore, and only about thirty persons succurlibcd 
to the disease. With this exception, tlie colony coiltinned 
liealtliy during its stay on the Island A'TTacI1c, until recently, 
mlicn the unliealtliy moisture of the ( 6  rainy season " 1~roclllccd 
several cases of fever among both wIiites aiid blacl;~." 1111-

* Our experience went to prove, Ilomever, t h t  n h t e  Sul)elilltclltlcliis c c d d  
not endure the climate; one of tire .latter died recently, and the o t h c r ~were in 
poor health. 
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mediately npon the landing of ’the emigrants, tlre Haytien 
Gorer~iinentpromptly sent to the island a military protec
tion, and i l l  accordance witli its Iaws and the wislies of tlie 
colo~iists,adniinistered the act of natnralization, tliereby givilig 
to these people all the civil, religions, and political advan
tages xiid ~)rotectiouto which tlie natives are entitled, with 
t11e additionnl advantage that they are eseiiipt from military 
service. Uy this act, they ‘(rciiounced all allegience to every 
other country save Ilnyti.” 

011the reccipt Iicrc uf‘tlie required U. S. Consular certificate, 
it was, oil tlic 7th (fJuZg Zad, sent in  to tlie Secretary of the 
Interior, together w i t h  the certified list of oinigrants arid other 
docarnents neceswq to snbstantinte tlic claim for tlie ~)ayinent 
of the :iioncy due on the contract. These documents are i n  
tlie liarids of tlie Secrctary of tilo Interior. 

In the cutiuintc of expenses uecessary to iilitiiite this eiitcr
pri*e, tlie siitii of $?s,OOO froin tile United States Gorcrntr~ent 
was set clowii to iiicet 1i:ibilities on this account d n s  at  tIre 
1)eriocIassigned for its payment by the United States, allorying 
sufficient timc to elapse fbr tlie cuiiveymce of the cniigrniits 
and tlic receil)t uf‘ tlie c.onsular Certificate. It \\’a3 therefore 
chpeizdet.! upoib :it t h t  tiliic to et1:rble the contractors to fulfil 
their ~)cciiniaryobligations. W11e:i tlie force of circu!nstances 
obliged 114 to accept this contract, it was not without the liope 
tliat tlic IIayIien Oovern~ncntwoultl make an esccytion in olir 
favor for the sake of colonizntion (wliicli i t  desired so mucll to 
encourage), and fiirnisli tlic required gnarnnties. We mere led 
to believe that tiicy illiglit do so from the re9ldt of our C O I I V ~ C 

sation with tlie IIajt ien minister, Col. Itoumain. I t  was of 
C O I I ~ S Cuttcrlp inipossi blc to ascertain tho  fact before sliipping 
the etiiigmnts-tllc enterprise being so far advanced under JIr. 
1Cocl;’s coiltract. Iii tlic obtaining of tliesc guaranties we were 
tlisapl~ointcd. ‘llie IIaytieri Governlnent i*eplied t l ~ a ti t  llad 
“ no power” to furnish such (( special guaranties.” To f u r ~ ~ i s h  
them i~*onlcibe, it mas stated, not only contrary to tiieir consti. 
tution, but nocilcl be granting that which tile United States 
liave nevcr ofered to foreigners, and would never offer to I-Iay
tiells i n  return. Tlie act of riaturalization was, in the opirlion 
of that (+overnment, ‘(arnple protection, 2nd afforded to all 
emigrants of color every civil, politica1, and religious liberty 



12 


i

i 

and protection allowed to their own peoplc, and to hnro gone 
beyond this would most likely liave given cauee for jealous 
feelings bettvecn t?ie native and tlic cmigrnnt wliicli might liare 
led to fatal rcsiilts, nnd certainly to the disadvantage of our 
colonists." 

This cxplanation on the part of the 1I:ijticii Government is, 
me snbniit, so emincntly just, that we entertain no fears wit11 
regard to its acceptance by the President, i n  lieu of the iniprac. 
ticable provision i n  the contract. This iuatter moulcl doubtless 
have bcen adjusted at  once liacl it come to tllc I;no~~lcilgeof  
tho President, bot, again, the great prosmrc of military business 
upon his attention induced 11s to submit to tllc inconvciiienKc of 
our position rather: than urge our  clairm for pajniciit at t!iat 
anxious period. 

This being thc casc, it rcniainecl for us to do our bcst undcr 
the trying circninstanccs in wliich \re wcrc placed between tlie 
two governments. A second vcsrcl w-ts diq>atched,laden with 
materi:ils, provisions, aiid supplies. A specid agent. Mr. A. 
A. E i p l r i ~ ,cnipowerecl to act for 11s i n  all p;irticnI:ws as if 
irere on tlic spot, was dcsyn'ched to tlie Is1m~d. 

Difficulties soon arose, Iiovvevcr, i n  its inanag:eiiient, utterly 
impossible to have foreseen. Mr. Kock, (whoni i t  Iiad been \ 
necessary to send out with tlic colony in o d c r  to take possession 
of the Island under his lease with tlie Ilnytien G o v c i ~ i i w c ~ ~ t )  
proved obnoxious to tlic colonists, and was, a t  0x10 time, driven 
nnay froni the island by the black pcople tlicnisc!rcs. As soon 
as practicable, his lease as transferred to the partics Iiolcling 
the cnntract here. Otlicr superintentlents were sent ont to re-
place tliosa who were nnable to control the 1 ; tbo re r~  Ever? 
attempt was inacle by our special agent, IIr .  Ripha, to csta1)iiah ' tlie colony on n pcrninncnt and l ibeid footing. Corn? 110 
tatoes, &c., were planted ; tlic land was openccl ; temporary 
houses erected, until proper inacliincry could bc sent on: 
fro111 here;  and an attempt to cultivutc tlic cotton scctl 
and coffec 1)laiit was inaclc. Tlic rci)orts from tile co lo i i~ ,  
1iowevcr, continned to be coiiflicting. Oiir special ngent 
retnrncd to tho Uiiitecl States to iqiort  his personal espe
yieIiCe, tile result of vliicli \vas tllat neither tlic ilitcrcstj of 
emigration or of liis principds here, or tlic wdfarc of tlio 
pniigrants, would be promoted by further attcmptu a t  coloni-
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tlicni to this conntrp, which at that tiinc seemed tho only nvail
able relief, i t  was iiiutiially ngrced upon between the ttvo gen
tlemcn that Mr .  Doniioliuc, as the accredited ngent of the United 
States, trns, from his position, better qiinlified to make an ar
rangeiiiciit satifhctoiy to all pnrtieq, mill especially to his own 
govcriiineiit, tliaii any oiic elac. Tliey were accordingly trans
l’erretl to his I i : ~ i i ~ ’ ~ .  

It is nlinost iinncccrswy to reiiiark that notwithstnndirig tlie 
pccliliar cii*ciinnstanccswhich Iiad forced 11s into onr present 
position with rcgnrd to this Colony, and notwithstanding that 

L up to t l i n t  , ~mcwc had failed to rcceivc one dollar of tlio money 
payable by tlic U. S. Gorcrnn~entiincler tlic contract, (wIrich 
fact, in  our opinioii, ironld 11:trc rclcasecl 11s from fiirther oLli
gation,) sncli an almidmriient on oiir part was never a t  any 
tinic coiitcuiplntecl-coiiiniori Iinrnnriity ivoiilcl liavc prevented 
sncli action. To linve transfcclwd thein to tlic main ;and, horn-
ever, nncl :illowed tlieiii to seek eiiiployinont for tlieinselves, arid 
i i i  t h i s  w i y  to linw stopped tlic ~onst: intdrafts upoii us for their 
snpport, T V ~ Sa conrse at nnc time dccnicd practicable i n  tlie 
erciit of no otlier being piwentccl. Oiir agent, ;?ilr.EipBa, siicce5-
cd i n  procuring profitable crnployincnt at Anx Cnyes for 8 por
ti(,n of tIic iiiecli:iiiics bclongiiig to tlic Colony, but in  these case3 
we were still obliged to  support their fiiiiiilcs on tho island. Up 
to tIlc period of tlic a r r i rd  of tlic United States agont at Port  

l’rincc, and for scvcral wel t s  after lnbor hncl ccascrl on tho 
isI:iiid, wc continned to siippoTt tlic Coloiiy in tlic smic liberal 
1naniicr as Iierctororc, and a t  tlic pcriod of tllc transfer, tliore t v m  
suflicient food 011 the island to 5LIpi)O’.t tlic people for tn-o wceks 
01’liiore, after ivliicli fortlicr snpplics wcre procurable at Riix 
C:Iyes. It inny be rciriarked Iicre that tlic woiiicn :tiid cliildren 
Ilnd, from tlic first, provecl a dead wig l i t  to tlic cntcrprisc. The 
TVoIIIcIi positively refused to do  any ficlcl work, and tlic only 
~v.or1~dvnc bg tliciii (wd i ing  aiid sewing) was liberally paid 
f G r  bcsicle our gratuitons supillics of f’ood. 

Tlicsc ~vomciimid cliildrcn weye talicn out by 113 iii compli* 
ailce wit11 tlic cspressed wislies of the United States Govern
inelit, i n  order t l i a t fc i i~~i l ie~iiiiglit constitute tlie innin element 
of eniigrntion, aiid tlic able-bodied women were ccrtaiiily cs
petted, uudcr the induceincnt of liberal wages, to by something . 
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ITIiwe iiistanccs of devotion under very q g iavatiiig circuni. . 
staiicrs, dciiiaiid our rccogiition, and go fa r  to disprove the char- I 
ges of' " iiiliiiiiiniiity,') so cnriwleasly niade by iiitere,tecl parties. i 
Nr.  Eiplia superseded 111..Rock  at  the earliest prncticablc rno- 1 

mciit, a i i d  tlic Icasc of tlic i\laiitl was transferred to us. Of 111.. 
Iiil~l<:t's:idniii al)lc iiiaiiageincnt, of liis devoted care of tlic pco- i
plc coriiuiitted to liis cliaigc, aiitl of liis iiidcfatigabio ef!jrts to 
place tlic colnny on a pcriiiancrit basis, aniplc evitlencc can be 
obtained by this Governiiieiit of tlic offici:ils at  A u s  C:iyes, of 
tlic lcndiiig rncrcliants (wlio were convcrsnnt of' all tnovcnicilts on 
tlre ishicl), and of tlic colored pcople thcinsclves. That the ~ 0 1 0 
~iists,botli tlic wliitcs and blaclis, siifierctl for tlie want of suit-
able and pcriiinnent buildings is n~don1)tcdlytrue. lint tliis is 
oiic of tlio Iiardsliips wliicli attend tlie cfF)rts to settle all ~iem 
1)l:iccs. 1 1 1  tlic c5tinintej iiiatle for the proviuioii uf  the cc#!oriy, 
bctwecir $ l O , O O  aiitl 812,000 wcrc nppropri:itcd for bt%iltliiig 
irintci i d ,  and about  $5,O81O(if lurnber f'or the m a i n  edifices mas 
s l i i p p d .  Tlrc Iii~uscsfbr tlic c o l o i d  pcop'lc i t  was propos~dto 
bnilcl froin tlic abuiidaiit supl)lg of timber on tlic islxird, and 
the iii:icliiiiery for sawiiig this tiinbcr mas contractcd f'or iii tliis 

tcity. A steam-ciiginc of stiflicicnt capc i ty  for rnniiing the 
snw niid grist iiiills was inadc to  our order, atid was on the point 
of being sliippcd whcri wc were iriforined by two of the super
intcridairts wlio i.cturiiccl froiii tlic island that i t  war Iicedless t o  
scritl ont tliis inncliinery, as tlic atteiiipt to cultivate tlic island 
wo1)lil be i'ruitlcss, and coloiiizntioii tlicrc \vorild 1lroi'e R failure. 
TVc amii tccl, tlicn, tlic moro idia1)lc accoauts of our special 
ageiit, Mr. 17Liplra, and these proviiig coiifiriimtory, this sliip
iiicnt of uselcss macliinery was not made. I h d  tbc cinigrntion 
taken place at tlic period a t  wliicli i t  was contcmplatecl under 
Mi-.Iiucli's contract, and 110 delay occurrcd subsequently, the 
coIouy ~ ~ - o u l dhave becn 011 tlie i~lanrlin amplo time to have 
crcctcd 11101-csuitnble liabitations bcf'ore tlic coiiiineiicetiient of 
tlic L (  rainy scasm." 

IInviiig tlius relatcd tho cii*cnmstnuccs of' tbis nttenipt at 
co1')iiizntion i n  IIayti, wc placo tliis rccor(1 in  the liarids of tho  d' 

Yrc-sitleiit i n  tlic conlident bcliuf that ho wil l  rccngnizo our 
i''ii;iifiiI cfi'ort3 to  c~i.r.yout ;111 c~1~criiiioiit,ioitia 
i!i :in hour of giwt public iicod, and which lizs i ' ,~;lctl~ofsue-
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